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	Grade 1
Unit Overview
Word Detectives 

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Noticing when words are tricky and stopping to problem solve
· Looking closely at the whole word to solve it

· Using multiple strategies to solve problems
· Checking words slowly to make sure all parts look right

· Investigating what makes a good reading partner

· Reading known words in a snap

· Using snap words as clues to think about what makes sense

· Figuring out a new word by thinking of a similar snap word we already know
· Turning new words into snap words

· Using snap words to read longer phrases; making reading sound smoother

· Breaking words into parts; trying the word until it makes sense and sounds right

· Paying close attention to the beginning of words; looking to see if any letters go together
· Breaking off the ends of words to figure out the part that’s left

· Looking closely at vowels inside words

· Using parts of words that we know to figure out new tricky words

· Noticing unusual words, such as contractions

· Rereading for fluency after fixing up tricky words

· Celebrating by showing off skills

	Key CCSS Standards
	Reading Standards for Literature (RL)
· 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 10

Reading Standards for Information (RI)

· 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

Reading Standards: Foundational Skills (RF)

· 1, 2, 3, 4

Speaking and Listening Standards (SL)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

Language Standards (L)

· 1a, 1b, 1c, 1f, 1g, 1h, 1i, 1j, 2, 4a, 5a, 5b, 5c, 6

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	· Word Detectives: Strategies for Using High-Frequency Words and for Decoding by Elizabeth Franco and Havilah Jespersen from Units of Study for Teaching Reading, Grade 1 

· Online resources at Heinemann.com. To access the Heinemann resources for this unit, see the unit-specific code and directions for registering this unit on page xvi of the unit.   
OR
· “Word Detectives Use All They Know to Solve Words” from the If. . .Then. . . Curriculum: Assessment-Based Instruction Grades K-2 (beginning on page 69) in Units of Study for Teaching Reading, Grade 1 

 

	Bends in the Road
	· Word detectives in training

· Word detectives tap into the power of snap words

· Word detectives take an even closer look: using knowledge of letters, sounds and words to read

	Recommended Anchor/Mentor Texts
	· Nate the Great, by Marjorie Weinman Sharmat (recommended for Read Aloud)
· The Birthday Boy by Debgie Croft (recommended for Shared Reading)
· Additional Suggestions: Other books in the Nate the Great series; mystery titles such as The High Rise Private Eyes by Cynthia Rylant; or Young Cam Jansen by David A. Adler.  In addition to these longer texts, choose picture books that you can use to model the work you expect children to do before, during and after reading in one sitting.

	Tips for the Unit
	Orienting Yourself to the Unit with EITHER Resource

· The Bends in the Road and Focus Teaching Points are based on the newly published book added to the new Units of Study for Teaching Reading called, Word Detectives: Strategies for Using High Frequency Words and for Decoding; however, both resources listed above address the same goals and the tips provided here are applicable to whichever resource you use.
· If you are using the new (spiral-bound) unit, we highly recommend that you read the “Orientation to the Unit” on pages vi-xvi to understand the goals and expectations for this unit, to gain a sense of the unit as a whole, and to review the important learning of each bend.   
· Within this resource, you will also find the two additional sections that support this and every other core unit: suggestions for Read Aloud (beginning on page 131) and Shared Reading (beginning on page 139). 
· If using the “Word Detectives” chapter from the If. . .Then. . .Curriculum we recommend you also start by reading the overview on pages 69-75 as this section describes the goals and expectations for the unit as a whole and describes the important learning of each bend.   In addition to detailed descriptions of each bend on the pages following the overview, you will also find a list of Possible Teaching Points on pages 88-90 to help you plan for instruction.

**
· This unit reviews and then builds on the word-solving strategies children learned in kindergarten. As children begin to move away from texts with predictable patterns (Level C and above), it will be even more important that children learn to become independent and flexible word-solvers, using the visual, semantic and syntactic cueing systems to identify words, cross-check and self-correct when needed. 

· This unit provides a forum for you to model these strategies with the whole class, while also now being able to provide differentiated instruction during guided reading.
· The whole group lessons in this unit will be taught in the context of Shared Reading, where all children can see you demonstrate the strategy using an enlarged text.  Use big books; enlarged poems; portions of texts rewritten on charts; Storia books projected for the class; products of interactive writing; and the Smart Board (if available) to ensure that children are able to see you interacting with text at the word level.  
· Use your Benchmark Assessment data to identify trends in strategy use among the whole class and to identify both whole group and small group teaching points. 

· It is critical that children have opportunities to practice reading books in which they encounter just enough challenge to apply the tricky-word strategies they have been taught during whole group lessons.

· Organize bins, baskets or bags by appropriate level so that children select from “just right” or “good fit” books for the majority of independent reading (see more details on organizing books under Classroom Library below).

· This is also a good time to intersect Word Study with Reading Workshop.  For example, when you model tricky word strategies, make connections to word patterns you have introduced as part of Word Study instruction.

	Classroom Library
	· During this unit, children should be prepared to spend a majority of the independent reading block with a collection (bag, bin, basket) of books at their “just right” level.  In addition to physical copies of these just right books, digital collections can also be created and accessed through Storia.  
· For a portion of the reading block, children should also be able to choose among different genres, topics, authors, and formats.

· The classroom library ideally includes a range of texts in terms of complexity, genre, authors and length to appeal to the diversity of readers in your classroom

· Books can be organized by author, genre, text type

· Some portion of the library may be leveled  

	Materials and Resources
	· Read-alouds that inspire rich conversations
· Charts related to routines and expectations for Reading Workshop, particularly expectations related to independent reading and partner conversations
· Anchor charts focusing on word solving strategies from previous year’s teachers (kindergarten) to remind children of the strategies they already know

	Assessment
	· Running Records
· Continue to draw on September’s BAS data to inform instruction

	Celebrations
	Children can celebrate how much they have grown as readers by selecting a just-right book to prepare to read during a classroom celebration.  Send this book home with the child to practice for fluency, accuracy, and expression.  On the day of the celebration, children can read their book (or portion of book depending on the length) to a small group of peers or perhaps a “buddy” from a kindergarten class. 
You might also begin the celebration by introducing a new text for Shared Reading and inviting children to read it together while applying all of the tricky word strategies they have learned throughout the unit.

If you are using the new spiral-bound book, check out pages 128-130 describing an additional “mission” for the culmination of the unit.  A mystery stack of envelopes is revealed and within each are clues for partners to read together to determine mystery words.   



