
Stop-and-Jot Reading Assessment Grade 1 
Readers Get to Know Characters by Performing Their Books 
  
Before beginning the unit of study, Readers Get to Know Characters by Performing Their Books, 
OR at some point during the unit, assess students’ thinking about stories by conducting a read 
aloud, in which you stop at certain points to ask students to jot down their thinking.  Collect their 
notes when you are finished to assess their thinking. 
  
Materials Needed:    

● A Weekend with Wendell by Kevin Henkes 
● Sticky notes with prompts on pages in the book as indicated by the examples 
● For each child: a clipboard holding a plain piece of paper with three sticky notes (labeled 1, 2, 

3) attached to it 
  
Directions:   

● Place the appropriate sticky notes in the read aloud on the appropriate pages.  Gather 
students as you would during a typical read aloud, and provide each child with a clipboard 
and pencil.  You may want to also have a similar sheet under the document camera so that 
you can point to the appropriate sticky note as needed. When students receive their 
clipboards, instruct students to write small initials on each post-it in the corner.  This will 
make it easier to analyze their responses later.  You may also opt to do this yourself later. 

 
● Read aloud the story, stopping at each sticky note and giving the students a few minutes 

to jot their thinking.  All prompts should be asked at the end of the page on which it is 
placed.   
 
  

Stop and Jot #1:   (At the end of the page that says, “When they pretended they worked in a 
bakery . . .”) 

What do you think is going to happen?  Jot just a few words or make a quick sketch that 
shows your thinking on post-it 1. 
  
Stop and Jot #2:   (At the end of the page that says, “After Sophie’s parents tucked Sophie in her 
bed . . .”) 

How does the character (Sophie) feel now?  How can you tell?  Jot that on post-it 2. 
  Be sure to use words or labels. 
 
Stop and Jot #3:  (At the end of the page that says, “Do I get to be the fire chief?”) 

How does Sophie feel now?  How can you tell?  Jot that on post-it 3.  Be sure to use words 
or labels. 
 
Stop and Jot #4:  (At the end of the story; it might be helpful to remind students that readers “do 
something at the end of a book”.) 

Write,, draw and label, the big important parts in the story in the empty white space on 
the paper.   

Adapted from Units of Study for Teaching Reading (If-Then, K-2), Calkins et al, 2015 


