Updated September 27, 2015


	Grade 1
Unit Overview
Writing for Readers 

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Examining readable and unreadable writing

· Stretching and writing words

· Writing with sight words

· Using resources to make writing more readable

· Peer-editing

	Key CCSS Standards
	Writing Standards (W)

·  3, 5, 6, 8
Language Standards (L)

· 1, 2, 6

	Bends in the Road
	· Looking at features of our own writing and incorporating word work concepts
· Power of rereading and high-frequency words

· Partnerships as a way to get children writing-for-readers

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	· “Writing-for-Readers” from Curricular Plan for The Writing Workshop Grade 1 (e-doc) or
· Small Moments: Writing with Focus, Detail and Dialogue from Units of Study in Opinion, Information and Narrative Writing, Grade 1 [*Lessons on Writing for Readers are interspersed throughout the unit, but are particularly highlighted in Bend IV]  or
· Writing for Readers: Teaching Skills and Strategies in the Units of Study for Primary Writing (Calkins) 

	Tips for the Unit
	· Writing for Readers teaches children to write with readers in mind while they continue to develop their skill in writing narratives with a focus.

· This unit is based on the belief that children are more likely to take their time to make their writing “readable” (e.g. to stretch out all of the sounds in unfamiliar words; use the word wall; add spaces; and write legibly) when they know they are writing for an authentic audience.  Now is the time not only to focus on the conventions of writing, but instead to motivate children to care about the conventions of writing so that they continue with these practices independently.
· Launch this unit by helping children make two piles of their own writing so far—readable and unreadable writing.  Engage children in deciding: “How can we move our writing from this pile (unreadable) to that pile (readable)?”

· Use shared and interactive writing as essential components of this unit. Model as you and your children compose a piece of text how to write conventionally.  While we are cautious not to overemphasize the importance of conventions with our young writers (which may prevent risk-taking, may stifle ideas and may negatively impact motivation), we do want children to internalize good habits so that they know how to write some words “in a snap,” use proper letter formation and so on.  These practices should become internalized so that children are not simply applying these skills to the editing process, but as they compose as well. 
· This unit also provides a perfect forum to connect what students are learning during Word Study with what they are applying in Writing Workshop. 

· Finally, you may find these anchor charts on punctuation and spelling to be useful teaching tools: http://ppsgrade1.weebly.com/anchor-charts3.html.  You may also find that this unit is a good time to teach children to use the editing checklist for narrative writing.  http://ppsgrade1.weebly.com/narrative.html 

	Materials and Resources
	Student: 

· Writing Folder (preferably a two-pocket folder with one side labeled “Done” and the other side labeled “Still Working” or “In Progress” and one with grommets in the middle to hold resource sheets (e.g. list of texts created, individual word wall list)
· Own copy of class word wall (portable word wall)
Teacher:

· Writing Folder for modeling

· Teacher-generated writing for modeling

Writing Center:

· Different types of paper (landscape/portrait orientation, fully lined/lined and picture space, etc.) prepared in booklets of at least three pages
· Tools for creating books (stapler, stapler remover, glue stick for revisions, revision strips, etc.)
Anchor charts, co-constructed with students, that support brainstorming, generating ideas, revision and editing strategies

	Celebrations
	· Celebrate your children’s hard work by having them sort their writing again—this time into “harder to read” and “easier to read” piles.  They can then choose one piece of writing from each pile.  They can celebrate their “easier to read” piece and then share some things that they have learned in this unit that would help their “harder to read” piece become more readable.
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