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	Grade 1
Unit Overview
Nonfiction Writing 

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Generating “expert” topics
· Planning information books that teach all about a topic

· Teaching with pictures as well as words

· Using mentor texts to help organize our own information

· Planning and writing “chapters” of a teaching book

· Using different kinds of writing in teaching books

· Researching to say more
· Including more information to teach more 

· Using all we have learned as writers in all of our work to revise and edit

	Key CCSS Standards
	Writing Standards (W)

·  2, 5, 6, 7, 8
Language Standards (L)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 6
Speaking and Listening Standards (SL)

· 1, 2, 3, 5, 6

	Bends in the Road
	· Writing teaching books with independence
· Writing chapter books

· Writing chapter books with greater independence

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	· Nonfiction Chapter Books from Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing, including the online resources NEW this year found at www.heinemann.com
 

	Recommended Anchor/Mentor Texts
	· Sharks! By Anne Schreiber
Or another similar text, such as Trucks orTrains from the same National Geographic series or another book of similar text complexity and quality of writing.  The text should ignite students’ interest in learning about the world as well as teach them about the genre.  Select a book that allows you to teach about text structure, elaboration techniques, and conventions.  

	Tips for the Unit
	· We highly recommend reading the “Welcome to the Unit” section (pages vi – ix) to support your understanding of the big picture of this unit and the important learning of each bend. 
· This unit assumes students experienced a procedural writing unit (“How-To” books), as students in PPS kindergartens did.  There is a session that could extend across several lessons during Bend II of the Nonfiction Chapter Books and a unit in the e-doc (“How-To Books”) if your students need a bit more work on procedural writing before beginning this unit.  Take advantage of the work your Kindergarten colleagues did with this genre; borrow anchor charts from the unit and perhaps a piece of writing saved from a previous student to remind students about their prior work. You may want to ask a kindergarten colleague to borrow their materials to gain access to the online resources (anchor charts and student writing) found at www.heinemann.com.
· See the information in Materials and Resources below regarding anchor charts and paper choices.

· It is helpful to begin with an assessment to understand what your students are already able to do as nonfiction writers.  See the assessment page of this unit on the literacy coach website for an on-demand prompt and information writing rubrics and checklists.  See more checklists on www.heinemann.com.
· During this unit, each child will write many information books about many different topics, revisiting his or her writing to self-assess and revise.  Don’t worry if their first attempts are not yet meeting the expectations you have for first grade nonfiction writing.  This unit provides plenty of opportunities for children to revisit their writing, using their new learning as a revision lens.  It is important they start the unit with volume and stamina.

· In the first bend, you are encouraging volume and stamina for writing nonfiction picture books.  Traditional nonfiction features (such as tables of contents, diagrams, etc.) will most likely not yet be in their writing. Rather, students will learn to use a teaching voice and write a lot, filling each page with new and interesting information.  Students will transfer learning from their narrative writing (planning across pages, tackling brave and fancy words, and drawing) to their nonfiction writing.  Students will most likely produce a book every day or two during this bend.

· The first bend also supports children in using checklists to self-assess and revise independently.  The study of a mentor text, along with the creating of a class book, will support this work as well. 
· The second bend of the unit supports students on structuring their texts.  During this bend, books will become longer and more sophisticated, thereby slowing down the pace of production a bit.  Now students may take three, four or more days to complete a book, and the expectation is that each book will include the elements that may have been revisions in the first bend.  In this bend, students will be introduced to many of the common elements found in nonfiction books: how-to pages, stories, introductions, and conclusions.  You will want to provide students with the appropriate paper choices to do this new work.
· In the final bend of this unit, children will take all they have learned and write new and more sophisticated information chapter books.  They will also have an opportunity to add a bit of research to these books.
· Remember that there are many ways to use the checklists, including just providing students with one or two strands from the checklist, cut into manageable strips, that correspond to the parts of the writing process you are emphasizing for the class or individuals.  Of course, you will also want to set aside teaching time to model how to use the checklist so that children can be successful in self-assessment and goal setting.  There are suggestions throughout the unit for such work.

	Materials and Resources
	Student: 

· Writing Folder (preferably a two-pocket folder with one side labeled “Done” and the other side labeled “Still Working” or “In Progress” and one with grommets in the middle to hold resource sheets (e.g. list of texts created, individual word wall list)
· Own copy of class word wall (portable word wall)
Teacher:

· Writing Folder for modeling

· Teacher-generated writing for modeling

Writing Center:

· Paper that will support the variety of writing your students will do during this unit
· You may decide to begin the unit with five-page booklets available (or the materials to create them), with which students will be familiar from narrative writing units.  Be sure there are plenty of lines on each page for filling with information to remind students that teaching books contain lots of text.

· Also include plenty of loose lined paper, as well as some plain paper that can be designed according to the authors’ needs (a box in the upper right corner with space for a caption and lines down the left side and across the bottom of the page, a diagram with labels and a few lines on the bottom, etc.)

· Also include some paper for covers, tables of contents, how-to paper, etc.
· You will find paper samples online at heinemann.com under General Information
· Tools for creating books (stapler, stapler remover, glue stick for revisions, revision strips, etc.)
· Anchor charts, co-constructed with students, that support brainstorming, generating ideas, revision and editing strategies; anchor charts from Kindergarten Procedural Writing unit; you will find new writing anchor charts online at heinemann.com

	Assessment
	· Information On-Demand Writing Prompt
· Conference record sheets

· Daily student writing

	Celebrations
	· Celebrate your children’s hard work in sharing their expertise with the world by providing a forum for them to make their work public.  
· You could create a museum celebration, inviting families and the school community in to learn about a particular aspect of each author’s topic.  Students could select particular pages of their books to highlight and prepare a short talk, delivered as a “museum docent,” to those attending.  These “displays” and “docents” would be set up around the classroom for viewers to see and hear more from each “docent.”  For more information about setting up a museum celebration, see pages 138 – 139 of the unit.
· You could work with the school librarian to display your students’ published nonfiction books in the school library.



