
Unit of Study: Reading Across Genres – Grade 1  

Throughout unit:  Choose a class topic; collect fiction/nonfiction/poetry texts on this topic and use for read alouds, minilessons; Comprehension Toolkit is a useful resource for teaching comprehension strategies (break up lessons across a few days/mix in with other minilessons)   

	Day 1

Choose topics 

Interest Inventory
	Day 2

Book club members listen with eyes, ears, mind, body

Model: correct/incorrect ways

Partners: try for 2 – 3 mins

Begin nonfiction book clubs – browse/talk
	Day 3

Readers make a plan for their learning

Model posing questions to research with class topic

Clubs make a plan for learning
	Day 4

Readers ask questions

Model/anchor chart (p. 76)

Reading time/Club talking time
	Day 5

Reading with a question in mind (Comprehension Toolkit, lesson 11)

	Day 6

Reading with a question in mind (continued)

Share: Confirming/disproving information
	Day 7

Readers share information with club members 

Model talking off a sticky rather than reading it

Share:  Reacting to a club member’s information
	Day 8

Readers share confusions with club members

Identify confusions independently then during Book Club time, share confusions
	Day 9 

Readers compare information across texts to confirm/disprove information
	Day 10

Readers use illustrations/photographs in the text to determine genre 

Groups sort mixed genre baskets/students choose interest groups

	Day 11

Readers notice text features/characteristics determine fact vs fiction

Model with familiar books from class topic basket
	Day 12

Readers ask themselves, “What in this fiction book compares to what I just read in nonfiction book?”

Keeping track of facts across fiction/nonfiction texts

Tip: number books so students can keep track of where they got their info
	Day 13

Readers make inferences and sketch them to track their thinking

Anchor chart:  Growing Ideas from Information (Part Two, p. 103-104)
	Day 14

Readers grow ideas

(pp. 103-104)
	Day 15

Readers collect, think and talk about new words (p. 105)

Word bank for tricky vocabulary, bookmark in basket, use technical words in conversation



	Day 16

Partners help each other solve a word for meaning
	Day 17

Begin new book clubs

· Select new topic

· Browse books

· Make a plan

Review anchor charts from previous lessons
	Day 18

Keeping track of true information across texts
	Day 19

Share information with a teaching voice (contrast with storytelling voice)

National Geog/science filmstrip audio clips
	Day 20

Using technical vocabulary to talk about new information

	Day 21

Partners/club members can help each other share information and come up with big ideas across texts

Prompt bookmarks/anchor chart of language stems (p. 103)
	Day 22

Sharing new information by coming up with a big idea across texts
	Day 23

Talking with club members about one idea with back and forth exchanges

(pausing and thinking, putting a post-it in the middle of the table that will represent the topic to be discussed, etc)
	
	



