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	Month
	Unit of Study
	Teaching Focus Points
	ELA Framework 

	September
	Reading Workshop

Launching the Reading Workshop:  Readers Build Good Habits
	· Routines for reading independently

· Choosing books for reading

· Routines for reading with a partner

· Building stamina for reading

· Setting reading goals

· Thinking while reading
· Reading a variety of genres
· Monitoring for meaning while reading

· Thinking, reading and talking about books with partners
	Reading Standards for Literature (RL)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 10
Reading Standards for Information (RI)
· 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10
Reading Standards: Foundational Skills (RF)

· 1, 2, 3, 4

Writing Standards (W)

· 1, 3, 5, 6, 8

Speaking and Listening Standards (SL)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

Language Standards (L)

· 1a, 1b, 1c, 1f, 1g, 1h, 1i, 1j, 2, 4a, 5a, 5b, 5c, 6

	
	Writing Workshop Launching the Writing Workshop
	· Choosing topics, sketching, and writing

· Writing independently

· Drawing to represent a story

· Stretching and writing words

· Using writing tools: alphabet charts and writing folders

· Writing multi-page stories

· Writing for authentic purposes

· Revising, editing and celebrating work
	

	October
	Reading Workshop  Tackling Trouble:  Hard Words and Tricky Parts of Books
	· Thinking about the story and how the words will go before reading the words

· Using what is happening in the whole story to figure out tricky words

· Using what we know about other words we know to figure out new words

· Using what we know about letters and patterns from word study to read books

· Looking all the way through words to figure out new words

· Monitoring reading independently

· Working with partners to read

· Retelling after reading
	· RL 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 9, 10

· RI 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

· RF 1, 2, 3, 4

· W 1, 3, 5, 6, 8

· SL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

· L 1a, 1b, 1c, 1f, 1g, 1h, 1i, 1j, 2, 4a, 5a, 5b, 5c, 6

	
	Writing Workshop
Small Moments:  Personal Narrative Writing
	· Understanding and writing a small moment story

· Planning stories by sketching

· Planning stories with storytelling

· Planning stories with partners

· Stretching and writing words

· Writing high frequency words

· Writing thoughts and feelings in stories

· Writing effective story endings
	


	Month
	Unit of Study
	Teaching Focus Points
	ELA Framework 

	November
	Reading Workshop

Understanding Characters in Books


	· Getting to know a character by noticing what she/he does

· Retelling the stories of what our characters do across our fingers

· Predicting next events by noticing what our characters tend to do
· Keeping track of characters’ actions using post-it notes (and using these post-its for retelling)
· Sharing our thoughts about our books with reading partners

· Noticing our character’s actions, words and feelings to learn more about them

· Studying the cover and pictures of the book to learn more about a character
· Rereading and using word-solving tools to figure our tricky words and parts
· Noticing characters’ feelings and how feelings change across a book

· Using post-it notes to mark our thinking about characters to share with our reading partners
· Noticing when one character reminds us of another character that acts or feels the same way
· Showing our reading partners the actual parts in books that make us think something about a character
	Reading Standards for Literature (RL)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 10

Reading Standards for Informational Text

Reading Standards: Foundational Skills (RF)

· 1, 2, 3, 4

Writing Standards (W)

· 3, 5, 6, 8

Speaking and Listening Standards (SL)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

Language Standards (L)

· 1, 1a-c, 1f-j, 2, 3, 4, 5, 5a, 6

	
	Writing Workshop Writing for Readers
	· Examining readable and unreadable writing

· Stretching and writing words

· Writing with sight words

· Using resources to make writing more readable

· Peer-editing
	

	December
	Reading Workshop  Understanding Characters in Books (Continued)

Traditional Literature
	See November for teaching points
This unit continues the work of character within the context of traditional literature:
· Noticing characters’ actions, words and feelings and how they change across a book
· Identifying characteristics found in folktales and fairy tales

· Noticing how the author tells us who is telling the story in a particular part of a text

· Comparing and contrasting the experiences of characters in stories

· Talking about the central lesson of a tale
	· RL 1, 2, 3, 6, 7,MA.8.A., 9, 10

· RI 
· RF 1, 2, 3, 4

· W  3, 3a, 5, 6, 8
· SL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

· L 1a –c, 1f-j, 2, 4a, 5a, 5b, 5c, 6

	
	Writing Workshop
Authors As Mentors
	· Studying a mentor author by reading that author’s work

· Learning about the craft of writing from the mentor author

· Noticing the strategies of the mentor author

· Making revision "visible" by using concrete tools (e.g. revising pens, flaps, scissors and tape)
· Playing with punctuation as a tool to revise (e.g. ellipses, dash marks, or commas)
· Punctuating the end of sentences "on the run" to show end of complete thought
· Writing with voice through sentence variety
· Using Tiny Topic Notepads to make observations and generate small moment topics
· Writing brief notes to hold onto ideas
· Learning from mentor authors—For example: 
· Writing from what we know in our own lives
· Focusing on a tiny moment, not "all about"
· Zooming in with true details
· Using repetition, sound words, and small actions to slow down the story

· Rereading and revising with partners

· Finding our own mentor authors through rereading favorite texts, and discovering these authors’ craft strategies

· Writing “About the Author” sections

· Publishing and celebrating
	

	January
	Reading Workshop
Reading Nonfiction (Nonfiction Readers Learn About the World)
	· Getting ready to read nonfiction books by previewing the parts of the book (cover, illustrations)

· Previewing nonfiction books by looking at text features

· Thinking about what the book is mostly about

· Learning from each text feature to understand as much as possible about the topic

· Working with partners to understand information 
· Using post-its to track thinking across a text; jotting questions and answers, jotting new ideas, jotting what this information reminds us of

· Reacting to information in books

· Visualizing, sketching, acting out parts of informational books to understand the information

· Using all of our tricky word strategies while reading nonfiction 

· Learning strategies to figure out meanings of tricky words

· Comparing  and contrasting information on a topic using more than one book

· Asking the kinds of questions that help us think more about our topic 

· Sharing, listening and teaching during nonfiction reading clubs
	Reading Standards for Literature (RL)

· 5, 10

Reading Standards for Information (RI)
· 1, 2, 3, 4 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

Reading Standards: Foundational Skills (RF)

· 1, 2, 3, 4

Writing Standards (W)

· 2, 5, 6, 7, 8

Speaking and Listening Standards (SL)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

Language Standards (L)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

	
	Writing Workshop Non-Fiction Writing: Procedures and Reports*

**This unit draws from the Units of Study for Primary Writing (printed book); if referring to the Curricular Plan for the Writing Workshop (e-doc), see unit 4 for procedural writing and unit 7 for informational writing
	Writing Procedural Books

· Teaching others to do things that we know how to do
· Thinking of topics and rehearsing the steps

· Incorporating clear pictures to explain steps

· Adding features of published how-to books

· Using specific words to explain steps

· Revising and editing to make our steps clear
Writing Information Books

· Considering our audience to decide which information to include

· Incorporating features of nonfiction (table of contents, chapters, labeled diagrams)
· Using mentor texts to help organize our own information

· Revising by elaborating

· Elaborating by adding text features

· Editing to present clear information
	

	February
	Reading Workshop  
Developing Independence When Working Through Tricky Words

	· Using all the strategies we know to read new and harder books

· Using our “reading toolkit” and choosing strategies to try independent word solving

· “Storytelling” what will happen next to prepare to read the next part of a book

· Rereading when something doesn’t make sense and trying a different strategy

· Using more than one strategy when a part of the book is confusing

· Retelling parts of the book to check understanding

· Rereading after working through a tricky part to check understanding

· Working with partners to check understanding and to read smoothly

· Preparing a selection to read that is a favorite part or a part a friend will like 

	Reading Standards for Literature (RL)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10
Reading Standards for Information (RI)
· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10
Reading Standards: Foundational Skills (RF)

· 1, 2, 3, 4

Writing Standards (W)

· 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8

Speaking and Listening Standards (SL)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

Language Standards (L)

· 1a-j, 2a-e, 4a-c, 5a-d, 6

	
	Writing Workshop
Opinion Writing:  Persuasive Letters and Speeches


	· Noticing the issues in our lives and writing lots of persuasive letters to make a change

· Writing letters to persuade people to do things

· Writing letters to argue for things that might make the world a better place

· Planning for writing persuasive letters 

· Considering audience while planning to write

· Using reasons and specific details to make an argument

· Including a small-moment (mini) story to support an argument

· Offering possible solutions to persuade the reader

· Writers can persuade by writing speeches as well as letters

· Editing to make our writing more readable and to help readers understand our argument
	· 

	March
	Reading Workshop 
Reading Across Genres to Learn about a Topic: Informational Books, Stories, Poems
	· Identifying fiction and nonfiction texts

· Finding books that fit together by topic across genres

· Previewing texts and getting ready to read in a variety of genres 

· Identifying true information in fiction and poetry

· Keeping track of true information across texts

· Using more than one source to confirm or disprove information

· Growing ideas from information by sketching, talking, and using new vocabulary

· Working with partners to grow ideas about information

· Generating big ideas about a topic

· Developing tricky-word strategies for solving new, topic-specific words

· Using technical vocabulary in partner talk

· Reading with fluency and expression
	RL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10

RI 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

RF 1, 2, 3, 4

W MA3a, 5, 6, 

SL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

L 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

	
	Writing Workshop
Poetry:  Powerful Thoughts in Tiny Packages

	· Generating topics by thinking of special people and places, big feelings, things we love

· Generating topics by looking at ordinary, everyday things in new ways

· Writing with small, observant and honest details

· Using precise words to express feelings

· Using the five senses to discover meaningful details to add to poems
· Revising by rereading poems aloud, matching voices to the feelings behind the words and fixing the words to make it sound “just right” 
· Using line breaks to divide words to make them read “like music”

· Showing, not telling, to convey an important message or feeling

· Using repetition of words or phrases to express important feelings

· Using similes and metaphors to create images

· Working with partners to revise

· Using a variety of strategies to make our writing sound less like stories and more like poetry

· Experimenting with rhyme

· Editing, publishing, and celebrating our poetry work
	

	April
 
	Reading Workshop

Deepening Comprehension in Reading Book Clubs

	· Reading and rereading books paying attention to how characters speak and act

· Reenacting parts of the books as we listen

· Using facial expressions and body gestures to look and sound like the character

· Noticing when a character’s feelings change

· Noticing when a character has very strong feelings

· Rereading with fluency, intonation, and expression to reflect how characters feel 

· Using specific examples from the text and precise words to support interpretation of characters 

· Thinking like directors: considering how to choose a scene to reenact with partners

· Thinking like directors: studying the whole story and all the characters 

· Envisioning and inferring to help understand characters 
· Noticing details and clues to help us understand our characters

· Revising our visions of characters as we read more

· Acting like directors: giving feedback to partners as they reenact important parts

· Paying attention to how a character does something to understand the character better

· Considering how one character’s actions fit with another

· Noticing patterns in books: recurring environment and/or patterns of behavior

· Using patterns to understand more about the characters and the story

· Using sticky notes about characters and patterns in the book to spark book club conversations

· Making predictions based on patterns in the book

· Looking for patterns across books and across characters

· Identifying types of characters across books

· Revealing an understanding of a character through a dramatic group reading
	RL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10

RI 7, 8, 9, 10

RF 1, 2, 3, 4

W 3, 3a, 5, 6

SL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

L 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

	
	Writing Workshop

Realistic Fiction


	· Creating characters like ourselves or the people we know

· Writing first pages of possible stories with our character(s) in mind

· Imagining problems our characters might face

· Working with writing partners to develop fiction stories

· Writing important scenes with dialogue, action and thinking

· Using phrases to let our readers know something important is about to happen

· Showing how our character and other characters react to problems

· Writing strong leads and powerful endings of fiction stories

· Revising by adding and removing parts of our stories

· Revising by rewriting and stretching out the most important part

· Revising after studying mentor texts

· Revising by rereading to make sure writing is clear and easy to follow

· Editing to make our stories easy to read
	

	Mid-May-June
	Reading Workshop

Readers Can Read about Science Topics to Become Experts
	· Building up a base of knowledge on a topic 

· Considering how one section of a text is related to the whole topic

· Reading small sections of text and stopping to think about how we will teach our partner about the information

· Determining the main ideas of each part of a text

· Telling the main idea in a phrase rather than a word

· Using background knowledge and experiences to understand reading about a topic

· Using the information we learn from text features to understand the big ideas of a text

· Identifying important ideas to share with partners

· Collecting and using the words we learn when talking about our topic

· Noticing similar and different information across different texts on the same topic

· Sharing evidence for our thinking with book clubs

· Preparing for book clubs by identifying big ideas for discussion

· Noticing when one author’s information contradicts another author’s information 

· Wondering and questioning while reading

· Noticing when what we think we know contradicts with what an author is saying

· Bringing different types of questions to book clubs

· Bringing questions from our science inquiry to reading about the topic
	RL 10

RI 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

RF 1, 2, 3, 4

W 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8

SL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

L 1a - j, 2a - e, 4a - c, 5a - d, 6

	
	Writing Workshop

Informational Writing about Science
	· Recording information as we observe and study science topics

· Using specific tools to write and collect information: rulers, graph paper, and hand lenses

· Drawing detailed illustrations with labels

· Writing step-by-step directions with specificity (including using senses)

· Thinking about the essential question in an experiment to focus observations, recordings and conclusions

· Writing to teach others--using what is known from writing how-to books and class experiments when writing independent informational books

· Revising with partners for clarity to make experiments replicable

· Teaching others what we’ve learned throughout the unit by publishing informational/ experiment books (“lab reports”) 

· Rereading notes to look for the big ideas we want to teach others in informational/experiment books

· Using mentor texts as models for how informational writing should look and sound (e.g. deciding how to structure writing, organize individual pages and notice which details to include)

· Drawing on lessons learned all year to revise and elaborate (e.g. making comparisons, giving examples, including definitions, and writing introductions and conclusions)

· Working with partners to revise

· Writing introductions and conclusions by highlighting important points

· Editing and “fancying up” for readers

· Celebrating
	


