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	Grade 1
Unit Overview
Small Moments: Writing with Focus, Detail, and Dialogue 

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Thinking, drawing and writing about true stories from our lives
· Planning for writing

· Using pictures to tell part of the story
· Stretching out all of the sounds in words when writing new words

· Focusing writing by zooming in on small moments

· Planning for writing by storytelling with partners
· Rereading writing to make sure it makes sense for readers
· Bringing characters and writing to life with action, dialogue, thoughts, and feelings

· Bringing stories to life by unfolding the action in small steps

· Remembering story details to add in by acting them out

· Using familiar words to spell new words

· Editing for capital letters and end punctuation

· Studying a story to learn ways the author makes it special
· Trying craft techniques from mentor texts 

· Using what we know to revise our writing

· Editing with a checklist

· Preparing for publication by adding a title, detailed pictures, and a cover

· Celebrating our work by sharing with an audience

	Key CCSS Standards
	Writing Standards (W)

· 3, 5, 6, 8
Language Standards (L)

· 1, 2, 3, 6

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	· Small Moments: Writing with Focus, Detail and Dialogue by Lucy Calkins, Abby Oxenhorn Smith, and Rachel Rothman from Units of Study in Opinion, Information and Narrative Writing, Grade 1, 2013
· Online resources at Heinemann.com. A variety of resources to accompany this and the other Grade 1 Units of Study for Teaching Writing are available online through Heinemann.  To access and download this information, you will first need to set up a free account.  Once you have a Heinemann account, use the following code to access the Writing Resources: WUOS_GR1.  The first time you use the code, you will be prompted to provide information from the spiral-bound teaching resources from the kit to prove that you have a copy of the Units of Study. 

	Bends in the Road
	· Writing small moment stories with independence

· Bringing small moment stories to life

· Studying other writers’ craft

· Fixing and fancying up our best work 

	Recommended Author/Mentor Texts
	· Night of the Veggie Monster by George McClements or another “Small Moment” story, such as:
· Peter’s Chair by Ezra Jack Keats
· A Chair for My Mother by Vera Williams

· Joshua’s Night Whispers by Angela Johnson

	Tips for the Unit
	· This unit builds on the kindergarten experiences children have already had in writing narratives and in writing these narratives across pages in a booklet.  The unit describes how to establish routines and expectations for Writing Workshop while also learning narrative craft techniques.  The “Welcome to the Unit” (pages vi – ix) is very helpful in understanding the big picture of the unit and the important learning of each bend.
· With this in mind, begin Writing Workshop on Day One—this is the time to set the stage for writing as an integral, and exciting, part of first grade.  The unit focuses on writing with independence, an important expectation for the work students will do this year!
· Since students come to grade 1 with experiences in narrative writing, you may want to borrow some of the anchor charts on narrative writing from kindergarten to refresh students’ memories and remind them of all they already know about writing stories.  You may also want to take a look at the students’ kindergarten writing sample from the spring writing assessment.  This sample should give you a window into what children could do in the spring of kindergarten.
· Building stamina is important not only when reading, but also in writing.  Children will build stamina for writing if they are writing regularly as part of a consistent Writing Workshop. They are also more likely to write with investment and stamina if they are writing about topics that are meaningful to them.  Take the time now to build a classroom community that regularly shares “story ideas” from the children’s everyday lives.
· Model story ideas about everyday occurrences so that children see the “extraordinary in the ordinary” (Calkins).  For example, rather than describing a trip to Water Wiz when modeling writing, tell about getting caught in the rain during a thunderstorm.

· Provide children with booklets of at least three pages when they begin writing.  It is important to review and remind children now how to stretch a story across the pages of a booklet.  These booklets serve as a “graphic organizer” of narrative writing that students will continue to use in future years.
· Spend plenty of time on each Bend of this unit, particularly Bends 1 and II.  You will most likely spend the first four weeks on those two bends, either by stretching many sessions across two days, or by moving through each session in a bend, then going back to revisit those particular sessions with which your students will benefit from more time.  
· You will want to decide how to integrate this unit with the “Authors as Mentors” unit.  You can decide to teach Bends III and IV of Small Moments to finish off this first unit by the end of the first week of October, then teach the “Authors as Mentors” unit from the If . . .Then . . .Curriculum for the remainder of October. Or you may decide to teach the sessions of Bend III of Small Moments, add in a couple of weeks of sessions from the “Authors as Mentors” unit, then teach Bend IV from Small Moments at the end of October to finish off the unit. You may want to refer to the “Authors as Mentors” unit overview as you approach the end of September to determine how you will proceed.  That unit overview will be posted by mid-September.
· This is the first of many writing units of the year.  The standard for publishing should be that they revise and edit their best piece through lenses you are teaching, then meet with final small groups to teach “one more thing” for editing purposes.  Once those changes are made, allow students to celebrate.  More time-consuming publishing processes will occur in subsequent units.  You want to keep the pace and energy up with this unit since it is a launching of the year’s writing.

	Materials and Resources
	Student: 

· Writing Folder (preferably a two-pocket folder with one side labeled “Done” and the other side labeled “Still Working” or “In Progress” and one with grommets in the middle to hold resource sheets (e.g. list of texts created, individual word wall list)
Teacher:

· Writing Folder for modeling

· Teacher-generated writing for modeling

Writing Center:

· Different types of paper (landscape/portrait orientation, fully lined/lined and picture space, etc.) prepared in booklets of at least three pages
· Tools for creating books (stapler, stapler remover, glue stick for revisions, revision strips, etc.)
· Anchor charts, co-constructed with students, that support brainstorming, generating ideas, revision and editing strategies
· Also see page ix in the “Welcome to the Unit” section 

	Assessment
	· Baseline Narrative Writing prompt

· 
Narrative learning progressions, anchor papers, rubrics, and student checklists

	Celebrations
	· Keep this first celebration as simple as possible so the next unit can begin.

· Writers can be put into small circles with each student having a turn to read aloud.   Students can respond with compliments after each student reads.  Gather all of the students together, inviting each student to leave his/her work in an empty classroom library basket, labeled “Our Small Moment Stories.”  Students can leave the work with a statement of “I’m proud of the way I . . .”



