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	Grade 1
Unit Overview
Opinion Writing: Writing Reviews 

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Forming thoughtful opinions and judgments
· Creating strong arguments

· Writing reviews to persuade others

· Using a persuasive, rather than bossy, tone

· Making comparisons in writing

· Using revision tools to be even more persuasive

· Using persuasive strategies to write book reviews

· Using all we know about spelling and punctuation to make our persuasive writing more readable

· Paying attention to punctuation to effectively read our reviews with expression

	Key CCSS Standards
	Writing Standards (W)

·  1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7
Language Standards (L)

· 1, 2, 6
Speaking and Listening Standards (SL)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 6

	Bends in the Road
	· Judging collections
· Writing persuasive reviews

· Writing persuasive book reviews

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	· Writing Reviews from Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing, Grade 1 (2013) by Lucy Calkins, Elizabeth Dunford, and Celena Dangler Larkey, along with the resources accompanying this unit at Heinemann.com
 

	Recommended Anchor/Mentor Texts
	To prepare students for the genre of opinion writing, you will want to immerse them in read-alouds that have strong persuasive voices, such as:
Earrings by Judith Viorst

Pigeon books by Mo Willems

A Pet for Petunia by Paul Schmid

	Tips for the Unit
	· In planning for this unit, we highly recommend reading the “Welcome to the Unit” section of this unit.  It is helpful in understanding the unit as a whole, as well as understanding the important learning of each bend.
· New to this unit this year are online resources found at Heinemann.com.  Some of these resources are found on this unit’s Teaching Resources page of the Literacy Coach website, but there are many more on Heinemann, including student work samples and new anchor charts to accompany the unit!
· In addition to reading mentor texts, you may want to prepare your students for presenting opinions by bringing in fruits to taste or fabrics to feel and allowing students to rank them and form opinions about them.  You could also prepare students for this unit by organizing mini-debates about topics and texts, facilitating students in taking positions on the topics and texts.  See page ix in the “Welcome to the Unit” for more on organizing this idea.
· In the first bend, students will work to form opinions about collections they create.  Before the unit begins, invite students to bring in collections from home (see p. 2 of the unit: Session 1).  If you are concerned that students may not be able to bring in a simple collection, you could prepare a few from your classroom (a collection of books, of markers, of writing tools, etc.) for students to use if they do not bring in a collection.  In past experience, most students do bring in a simple collection with great success.  It is a really motivating aspect of this unit! The intention is to use the “stuff from their lives” to help students learn to form and defend opinions.  It serves as their introduction to writing reviews.
· In the second bend, students will write reviews about all kinds of things: toys, restaurants, video games, playgrounds, etc.  This bend supports independence, volume, and the qualities of good writing.  You will get at structure: a claim or opinion, followed by reasons and explanations of those reasons.

· Throughout the unit, students are taught to use the opinion writing student checklists to evaluate and revise their own writing.  You will also find a teacher-created student learning progression that was developed by PPS teachers based on the pre-assessment and the unit goals.
· In the final bend, students will learn to write book reviews.  In these reviews, students will “summarize, evaluate, judge, and defend their judgments,” pulling the best parts of the first two bends of the unit together.

· On the teaching resource page of this unit on the Literacy Coach website, you will find a possible trajectory of minilessons created by PPS teachers during Literacy PD.  We hope you will find this useful in creating your own trajectory that matches your students’ needs.

	Materials and Resources
	· A teacher collection of about 5 small objects (see p. 2 in the unit for more on this).

· Samples of student and teacher reviews, found on the Literacy Coach website and more on Heinemann.com; you can also find student-written book reviews at spaghettibookclub.org.  There are many titles; some are written by six- and seven-year-olds, such as 1001 Questions and Answers About Animals and Clifford Counts Bubbles. These reviews may not highlight all of the persuasive techniques you will teach in Bend III, but it may serve a purpose in showing an example of real-world writing with an authentic audience.

· Tiny Topics Notebooks for Bend II (see session 8, p. 56)

Student: 

· Writing Folder (preferably a two-pocket folder with one side labeled “Done” and the other side labeled “Still Working” or “In Progress” and one with grommets in the middle to hold resource sheets (e.g. list of texts created, individual word wall list)
· Own copy of class word wall (portable word wall)
Teacher:

· Writing Folder for modeling

· Teacher-generated writing for modeling

Writing Center:

· Paper that will support the different types of opinions your students will write during this unit that can be found at Heinemann.com
· Blue ribbon paper
· Paper with many lines and a small picture space at the top (see the back of the unit for samples of students’ published book reviews)
· Tools for creating reviews (stapler, stapler remover, glue stick for revisions, revision strips, etc.)
Anchor charts, co-constructed with students, that support brainstorming, generating ideas, revision and editing strategies; anchor charts from Kindergarten Opinion Writing unit; Anchor charts are now available at Heinemann.com under this unit

	Assessment
	· Opinion On-Demand Writing Prompt

· 
Student Checklists (also on Heinemann.com)
· Opinion Learning Progressions
· Conference record sheets

· Daily student writing

	Celebrations
	There are several opportunities for celebration in this unit:
· After the first bend, and after hard editing work, students have an opportunity briefly, during the share, to gather with small groups to share their judgments and compliment one another (see p. 47).

· After the second bend, students have an opportunity to celebrate their work by creating mini-anthologies of reviews written on similar topics (see pages 100 – 102).

· Finally, after the third bend, students can participate in book talk reviews, orally sharing their book reviews with a small group within the classroom that could contain visitors from outside the classroom (see pages 142 – 143).
This unit weaves in a good deal of work on revising and editing for this authentic writing to be shared in the world.  Several mini-celebrations bring authentic purposes to motivate students to use all they know about revising and editing in their work.  

Enjoy!



