Updated 9/16


	Grade 1
Unit Overview
Authors As Mentors: Craftsmanship and Revision 

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Finding ideas in everyday life
· Learning from mentor authors

· Focusing writing by zooming in on a meaningful moment 

· Planning and sequencing the events of a meaningful story

· Writing with detail

· Noticing the techniques published authors use, including conventions

· Revising right from the start

· Drawing from a repertoire of craft moves

· Learning from mentor authors independently and in partnerships

· Editing to make writing more readable for a wider audience

	Key CCSS Standards
	Writing Standards (W)

· 3, 5, 6, 8
Language Standards (L)

· 1, 2, 3, 6

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	· “Authors as Mentors: Craftsmanship and Revision” from If . . . Then    Curriculum: Assessment-Based Instruction by Lucy Calkins with Colleagues from the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project from Units of Study in Opinion, Information and Narrative Writing, Grade 1, 2013
· Online resources at Heinemann.com. You can find suggestions for conferring and narrative writing samples, checklists, and rubrics here. 

	Bends in the Road
	· Learning to live like an author
· Writing stronger and longer drafts under the influence of an author: Writers study authors they admire
· Deeper, more thoughtful revision
· Wrapping up the unit 

	Recommended Author/Mentor Texts
	· You will want to select a whole-class mentor author who has written at least two or three texts that are like the Small Moment stories your children have been writing.  Since it may be difficult to find an author who has published several personal narratives, you will probably need to find one whose fiction resembles the true stories children will write, such as easier, short books by Kevin Henkes (The Box of Treats series and Kitten’s First Full Moon) or Mo Willems’s Knuffle Bunny series or his Elephant and Piggie series, Ezra Jack Keats’s Peter’s Chair, Joshua’s Night Whispers by Angela Johnson, Roller Coaster by Marla Frazee, or At Night by Jonathan Bean.  See other suggestions on page 5 of the unit.
· You will refer to the mentor texts/authors from the Small Moments  unit: Night of the Veggie Monster by George McClements or another “Small Moment” story you may have used.

	Tips for the Unit
	· You may have decided to integrate this unit with the Small Moments unit, extending Bend III.  Or you may have decided to teach the entire Small Moments unit as it was described and are now ready to extend your students’ work in learning from mentor authors through this unit.  If this is the case, you will be building on what students have already learned about writing Small Moment stories, now teaching students to draw lessons from mentor authors to integrate into their own writing.  
· The expectation in this unit is that students will independently generate three or four stories a week, each five or more pages and each containing 4 – 7 lines per page.  The goal is that they write many books to give them lots of opportunities to try these craft techniques many times with different stories.  This will support their independence and allow these techniques to become part of each young writer’s repertoire of strategies.
· Not only will you be elaborating on good technique for writing focused narratives, building on the ideas of the first unit this year, but you will also be strengthening the reading-writing connection.  You will be teaching students to notice what authors are doing independently, so that they may begin learning from published authors wherever they are, not just when you are showing them during Writing Workshop.  The goal of the unit is to teach students how to live as writers do and how to read like writers do, noticing all that their favorite authors do to make a book wonderful to read.
· This unit also supports independence in revision, teaching children that they can make changes as they write, try new techniques, incorporate something they noticed in a book they read.  This is foundational work for your young writers.

· The unit helps students to notice conventions as well as structure and organization.  Of course, these revisions, edits, and inquiry into these writing techniques will not be perfect.  They will be the first-grade version, laying the very important foundation for all of their future writing work.

	Materials and Resources
	Student: 

· Tiny Topics notepads, small notepads of paper that children can carry with them wherever they go.  See suggestions on page 5 of the unit for preparing these notepads.

· Writing Folder (preferably a two-pocket folder with one side labeled “Done” and the other side labeled “Still Working” or “In Progress” and one with grommets in the middle to hold resource sheets (e.g. list of texts created, individual word wall list)
Teacher:

· Writing Folder for modeling

· Teacher-generated writing for modeling

Writing Center:

· The same paper choices used during the Small Moments unit, to remind children that they are still writing “small moment” personal narratives

· Different types of paper (landscape/portrait orientation, fully lined/lined and picture space, etc.) prepared in booklets of at least three pages
· Tools for creating books (stapler, stapler remover, glue stick for revisions, revision strips, etc.)
· Anchor charts, co-constructed with students, that support brainstorming, generating ideas, revision and editing strategies

	Assessment
	· Narrative Writing Prompt; if you administered an on-demand prompt at the end of the Small Moments unit, then that could be used as a baseline writing sample for this unit. If you asked students to write in response to an on-demand narrative prompt prior to the Small Moments unit, this would be a good opportunity to ask students to do this again, so that you can further angle your teaching during minilessons and conferences.
· 
Narrative learning progressions, anchor papers, rubrics, and student checklists

	Celebrations
	· You may decide to have students publish their books as picture books, just like their mentor authors.  You may want to guide students in thinking about titles, in this case.  See page 15 of the unit for suggestions.
· To celebrate the work of the unit, you may decide to have authors select the lines of their book that is most like the author they were trying to emulate.  Or you may decide to have a book reading and even a book signing if you want to celebrate with a bit more fanfare.  See page 15 for some inspiring suggestions!


