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	Grade 1
Unit Overview
Writing Realistic Fiction 

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Creating characters like ourselves or the people we know
· Imagining problems our characters might face
· Writing important scenes with dialogue, action and thinking

· Writing endings that get characters out of trouble

· Choosing sophisticated words to create images for readers
· Using writing checklists to set goals for writing

· Writing more than one story about a favorite character

· Sharing lots of details about a character to introduce him/her in Book One of a series

· Making characters speak in many ways and for different purposes

· Studying authors of favorite series to revise our own writing
· Thinking about our own experiences to add realistic details to fiction

· Adding tiny, realistic details to stories to show, not tell, what is happening 
· Using patterns to elaborate in writing

· Revising punctuation to make our writing more interesting to read

· Using illustrations in important ways, as mentor authors do

· Creating “Meet the Author” pages for our readers

	Key CCSS Standards
	Writing Standards (W)

·  3, 5, 7, 8
Language Standards (L)

· 1, 2, 5, 6
Speaking and Listening Standards (SL)

· 1, 3, 4, 5, 6

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	From Scenes to Series: Writing Fiction by Lucy Calkins, Mary Ehrenworth, and Christine Holley from the Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing (2013)

	Recommended Anchor/Mentor Texts
	· Favorite realistic fiction stories, particularly realistic fiction series, such as Mr. Putter and Tabby and Henry and Mudge
· Henry and Mudge and the Happy Cat by Cynthia Rylant

· See also the list of suggested texts on the Grade 1 Mentor Text List on Heinemann under the Latest News and General Information tab of this unit; this list suggests series, stories with a problem-solution structure and stories that use pictures to convey information, which will be helpful in your demonstration teaching later in the unit
· Your own realistic fiction writing!

	Tips for the Unit
	· We recommend that you begin this unit by using the on-demand writing prompt to assess students’ narrative writing at this point in the year.  You will use the information from this assessment to guide your selection of teaching points for the whole class and small groups.  You can administer this same assessment at the end of the unit to determine students’ growth across the unit.
· We also strongly recommend that you read the “Welcome to the Unit” at the beginning of this unit, found on pages vi – ix.  While short, it gives a general understanding of the unit as a whole, which is very helpful as you navigate through the unit.  
· It may be helpful to know that your students will be creating one or two series in this unit, “boxed sets” of stories about one character.  You may want to ask students to bring in two cereal boxes to house their series.  If students just begin their second series during the time allotted for this unit, they can carry Book One of the second series home in the second box, ready to be accompanied by future books!

· Please see a possible trajectory of lessons for the first couple of weeks of this unit on the Teaching Resources page of this unit on the Literacy Coach website.  
· In this unit, students need to hold onto their ideas for a story that did not actually happen to them. On the Teaching Resources page of this unit will find a suggestion for a planning booklet, from A Curricular Plan for the Writing Workshop, Grade 1, to help students hold onto their thinking about a story they are creating on the spot.  This is intended just for realistic fiction, as a quick scaffold for planning, and teachers have found it useful.
· As in most of the writing units, volume is important in this unit.  Be cautious about students spending too long creating their first fiction book.  The idea is that the more they plan and create realistic fiction stories during the first bend of the unit, the stronger their first series will be in the second bend.  The intent of the unit is not for students to write a great fiction story.  Rather, the purpose is to teach students how to be fiction writers, which means they need to try the process many times with different characters and stories to understand how one goes about the process of writing a realistic fiction story.  The first may not be the best story possible, but you will see increasingly stronger pieces of fiction across the unit.
· The best teaching tool you can have for this work is your own writing!  It is worth taking the time to create your own character and realistic fiction story that you will use in your teaching during the very first session.  See the sample teacher writing in the online resources for this unit on Heinemann. 
· This unit, as others do, emphasizes the use of studying mentor texts to lift the quality of student writing. The unit suggests using the Henry and Mudge series as a mentor series, and Henry and Mudge and the Happy Cat in particular.  It also suggests that the lower-level text, Puppy Mudge, can be used as a mentor for struggling writers during conferring.

· It is worth noting that grade 3 students are also writing fiction stories at the same time as your first graders.  It might be nice to get classes together to talk “writer to writer” about the work of writing fiction!

	Materials and Resources
	Student: 

· Writing Folder (preferably a two-pocket folder with one side labeled “Done” and the other side labeled “Still Working” or “In Progress” and one with grommets in the middle to hold resource sheets (e.g. list of texts created, individual word wall list)
· Own copy of class word wall (portable word wall)
Teacher:

· Writing Folder for modeling

· Teacher-generated writing for modeling

Writing Center:

· Paper that will support the volume of writing your students will do in this unit
· You will find paper samples online at heinemann.com under General Information 
· Tools for creating books (stapler, stapler remover, glue stick for revisions, revision strips, etc.)

· Anchor charts from prior units to remind students of all they know about writing (spelling words, narrative writing); anchor charts specific to the writing of realistic fiction (you will find new writing anchor charts online at heinemann.com)

	Assessment
	· Realistic Fiction On-Demand Writing Prompt
· Conference record sheets

· Daily student writing

	Celebrations
	· Prepare a celebration that allows your students to present their newly published series to an admiring audience!  The audience could be kindergartners, another first grade class involved in the same type of writing, or parents.  See Session 20 for more details on such a celebration.



